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 )

(Peterstown, West Virginia)
 )


REPORT AND ORDER 

(Proceeding Terminated)

  
 Adopted:  May 17, 2000
Released:  May 26, 2000 
By the Chief, Allocations Branch:  

1. In response to a Petition for Rule Making filed by Bible Radio Broadcasters (“Bible”), the Allocations Branch has before it the Notice of Proposed Rule Making, 14 FCC Rcd 458 (1998), requesting the allotment of Channel 244A at Peterstown, West Virginia.  The Allocations Branch also has before it the application (File No. BMPH-981116IF) of Equus Communications, Inc. (“Equus”), licensee of Station WREL-FM, Buena Vista, Virginia, which is mutually exclusive with Bible’s rulemaking petition.

2.  On December 23, 1999, Bible filed a pleading entitled “Request by Petitioner for Withdrawal and Cancellation of Proposed Allocation of Channel 244A at Peterstown, West Virginia.”  That request seeks the dismissal of Bible’s underlying Petition for Rule Making proposing the allotment of Channel 244A to Peterstown, West Virginia, and termination of this proceeding, pursuant to a settlement agreement between Bible and Equus.  A copy of the settlement agreement was submitted to the Commission in compliance with Section 1.420(j) of the Commission’s Rules.  The settlement agreement, as amended on April 6, 2000, provides that in consideration for Bible’s entering into this agreement and its voluntary request for withdrawal and cancellation of the proposed allotment of Channel 244A at Peterstown, West Virginia, and for Bible’s agreement not to file rulemaking requests or applications adversely affecting Station WREL-FM, Equus shall pay $2,000 to Bible.  The settlement agreement states that the $2,000 payable to Bible represents reimbursement of its prudent out-of-pocket expenses.  No other expressions of interest were received in connection with the proposed Channel 244A  allotment at Peterstown.  

3.  In view of the above, IT IS ORDERED, That the Petition for Rule Making filed by Bible Radio Broadcasters IS DISMISSED with prejudice and the application (File No. BMPH-981116IF) filed by Equus Communications, Inc. IS RETURNED to the Audio Services Division for further action. 

             4.   IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That the “Request by Petitioner for Withdrawal and Cancellation of Proposed Allocation of Channel 244A at Peterstown, West Virginia,” filed by Bible Radio Broadcasters IS GRANTED. 


5.   IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That this proceeding IS TERMINATED.  


6.  For further information concerning this proceeding, contact R. Barthen Gorman, Mass Media Bureau, (202) 418-2180.
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