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            William J. Friedman (202) 418-2300

PRESS STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER GLORIA TRISTANI 

In the Matter of the Periodic Review of Digital Television

I write separately to set forth my objection to imposition of mandatory DTV reception capabilities for new television sets.  As consumer advocates have repeatedly noted, any mandate that increases the cost of television sets to facilitate the transition to the digital broadcast era, unfairly burdens consumers.  A mandate also reduces the likelihood that less expensive options like digital converters will be developed and deployed.  The Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking seeks information from consumers and consumer groups regarding the harm that may arise from imposition of mandatory DTV reception capabilities.  I believe a well-developed record may demonstrate such a requirement is contrary to the best interests of consumers and may do little to advance the transition to digital broadcast television.


