
Jim Jirak

3512 S 44 Ave

Omaha, Nebraska 68105-3819

E-mail:  jjirak@accessibility.net 

November 6, 2000

Dear Sirs,


Referencing docket number 99-339, concerning the recently adopted descriptive video policy set forth by the Federal Communication System, (FCC), for network television, I have been made aware of the movement to reconsider this decision.  And yes, I have concerns.


First, I would like to commend the FCC for adopting the policy of descriptive video for network television programs.  Just as the hearing impaired have the right to enjoy the same programs as their hearing counterparts, so to do the visually impaired have the same right to enjoy the same programs as our sighted counterparts.  


I was first introduced to Descriptive Video Service, (DVS), at the national convention of The American Council of the Blind, (ACB), in 1990.  I remember thinking during the audio described movie Girl From Limber Lost, this is going to be a reality soon.  It gave me a sense of independence being able to rent videos and not relying on someone to “pick and choose” the parts of feature films they were, and were not, going to describe.  DVS provides the element that has been missing for some time – the ability to know what’s happening on the screen when there is no dialogue.


When the FCC revealed the proposed guidelines and the April 2002 target date for implementation, I was relieved that at long last the visually impaired would be able to enjoy television programs, independently, as our sighted counterparts.  Now, because of the movement afoot by some concerned few special interest groups, this may not be a reality.  And why?  Is it perhaps new information has been recently revealed that wasn’t known prior to the mandate of video description?  To my knowledge, petitioners have not provided any new information that wasn’t known at the time of the ruling. 


I ask that you please reject any attempt to further prevent the visually impaired from being able to enjoy network programming.  If the hearing impaired can have closed captioning, then why can’t we, the visually impaired, have video description? 


