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JOSTAD ASSOCIATES, P.C. 

415 Mason court, bldg. 2

FORT COLLINS, CO 80521 

(970) 221-2248

November 7, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC  20554

IN OPPOSITION TO PETITIONERS FOR RECONSIDERATION OF THE REPORTED ORDER ON VIDEO DESCRIPTION

I submit this letter on behalf of my daughter, Brooke Tuttle Jostad, to request that your stand requiring television networks to begin providing video description by April, 2002 remains unchanged.  

Brooke is nine years old, and has been blind since birth.  She has greatly enjoyed the few videos that have been made available that are enhanced with video description.  Please appreciate the fact that, for the most part, she is not able to enjoy the videos of various children’s classics that most kids take for granted.  I am certain that we would rely upon video description as it becomes available, and that your acts in making such services a requirement would directly benefit Brooke.  

Of course, the blind and visually impaired population is a small minority in this country.  The numbers, and the wealth of those numbers, could not pretend to take on the television, cable and motion picture industries.  Unfortunately, even the voice of the blind and visually impaired community stands divided.  These realities were obviously understood when the matter was initially passed.  No new information is now being presented.  Thus, there is no legal or factual justification to delay implementation of your ruling.  

I respectfully request that the Reconsideration requests be denied, and that the FCC’s ruling regarding video description for television programming stands firm, and that implementation plans go forward.  

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this submission.  If you would like any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

John A. Jostad


