
Billie LeTendre (North Carolina): Opposition to Petitions for Reconsideration

From: 
LeTendre <letendre@pinehurst.net>PRIVATE 

To:
<access@fcc.gov>

Date: 
Tue, Oct 31, 2000  9:50 AM

Subject: 
desciptive Videos

To the FCC Disability Rights Office:

734 Sunny Slope Road

Bear Creek, NC 27207

October 30, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Docket No. 99‑339

In Opposition to Petitioners for Reconsideration of the Reported Order

on Video Description

To the FCC:

I would like to express my appreciation to the Commissioners of the FCC

for their courageous vote to require networks to begin providing video

description services. I feel that this is an essential service for those

who are blind and visually impaired.

I am a teacher of blind and visually impaired children. This service

helps my students by beginning to level the playing field. When others

watch programs they are able to grasp much incidental information

through vision. Often this information is paramount in understanding the

verbal discussion. By presenting video description, the programming

takes on a whole new meaning for those who cannot see the screen. Often

it is this video description that allows these persons to extract the

same information from the programming as the sighted viewer. As a

teacher of blind and visually impaired, I am very well aware of the need

to level the playing field of education and feel that requiring video

description is a step in the right direction, not only for students but

for the blind and visually impaired population in general.

Again, let me reemphasize the value of video description for my

students. Since petitioners have not presented any new information that

was not already known at the time the FCC reached its decision, I feel

that your ruling should stand and continue forward.

Sincerely,

Billie LeTendre


