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RE:  Docket No. 99‑339

The following comments are in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration

of the reported order on video description.

I thank you for the foresight you demonstrated with the July 21st ruling to

provide video description for television programming in the future.  I look

forward to the time when television is as important to me as it was from

1948 to 1991, when I was sighted and it provided not only entertainment but

education.   The description via the ear rather than the eye will allow me

to know what is happening.   Your decision for description will provide

continued education to not only the blind population but also to those folks

who are not sure what is going on nor what is intended for the viewer to

glean from the presentation.

May I suggest you take the time to view a movie or program twice and under a

controlled environment.  For each viewing close or cover the eyes.  Let the

first presentation be a regular "sighted folks" version and the second

presentation be a "video description" version.  Once you have experienced

this, I think you will realize your decision to provide description is a

great and wonderful service allowing continued education to a degree one

cannot imagine nor measure.   The movie "Shindler's List" was video

described by its producer as a service to the community who has thanked

Stephen Spilberg more than once.   My sighted friends, who are educated,

viewed the movie a few weeks before I shared the video described one and

they were in awe of the understanding the description gave them.   My video

described  "The Hunt for Red October"  movie has also been shared with many

sighted folk.  One last experience:  I shared "Mary Poppins" with a totally

blind 8‑year‑old boy, after which he asked, "Ms. Ewing, what is a plaid

coat?"

I am sure you realize the efforts from the petitioners have provided no new

knowledge, thought or information to you than when your decision in favor of

video description was reached.  I encourage you to hold fast to your

decision in that the enhancement of communication will reinforce the Mission

Statement and Purpose of the FCC.  The gift to have a level of awareness

raised is an exciting gift, one most appreciated, one you are in the process

of providing. And I

Thank You,

Carol Ann Ewing
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