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October 31, 2000

Ms Magalie Salas, Secretary                     Re: Docket No. 99‑339

The Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms Salas:

I am writing to strongly voice my opposition to petitioners for reconsideration of the reported order on video description.

As a blind individual, I was delighted with the Commissioners courageous vote  to require networks provide blind and visually impaired persons access to  programming through video description.  I am distressed that some in our  community think that this is not critical to inclusion.  Seeing and hearing  people have access; those who speak Spanish or have hearing disabilities have  access; blind people do not currently have access.  We only seek  participation at the same level as others.

Though I receive news and weather information from television, most comedy  and dramatic presentations are unavailable to me.  I am unable to understand  the nuances of facial expressions and cannot determine who is speaking  without assistance of a seeing person.  How nice it would be to (Çÿsee' the  shows my friends discuss.  Video described movies  have been such a wonderful addition.

In July, 2000, the FCC Commissioners took a powerful position for the rights  of all individuals.  Those who disagree have petitioned for reconsideration.   I urge you not to reconsider this landmark decision as the petitioners have  not provided new information for consideration.

I look forward to video described programs on network television beginning in 

April, 2001, thanks to your wise decision.  Please don't change your minds!

Sincerely, Jean A. Peyton


