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Magalie Salas, Secretary
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We are submitting comments  IN OPPOSITION TO PETITIONERS FOR RECONSIDERATION OF THE REPORTED ORDER ON VIDEO DESCRIPTION. Docket No. 99‑339

We wish to thank the FCC Commissioners for their courageous vote to require the networks to provide video description for television programming for those who are blind and visually impaired. This essential information service is greatly appreciated.

It is important it is for anyone who cannot see the screen to have an alternate means (i.e., video description) for knowing what's happening on the television. Our friends and family are looking forward to turning on our TV sets in April, 2002, to enjoy television shows and to use the video description to help them understand the visual aspects of the programming.

We understand that the petitioners have not provided any new information which was not already known at the time the FCC reached its decision and issued the ruling. Surely this is a crucial factor to be considered in regard to any petition to reconsider this essential ruling.

Sincerely,

Lawrence and Beverly Ratte


